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6. Function o r  Use 
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Te r ra  Co t t a  

Descrlbe present and hlstorlc phys~cal appearance. 
SUMMARY DESCRIFTION - 

The McKenney House, an  e i g h t  thousand square  f o o t  town house,  is  t h e  
f i n e s t  example of Queen Anne-Eastlake a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  F e t e r s b u r g ,  V i rg in i a .  
The two and one h a l f  s t o r y  house i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  c o r n e r  of South 
Sycamore S t r e e t  and L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  Popla r  Lawn H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  
Designed by Major Har r i son  Waite ,  P e t e r s b u r g ' s  l e a d i n g  postbellum a r c h i t e c t ,  
t h e  house is  loca ted  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  from Poplar  Lawn Park ,  t h e  f o c a l  po in t  
of t h e  postbellum mansion d i s t r i c t .  Many wel l -kept  n ine t een th -cen tu ry  
houses remain i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  today ,  bu t  many o t h e r s  have been dest royed 
and r ep l aced  wi th  modern o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s .  The house was b u i l t  i n  le90 
t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  new weal th  brought t o  t h e  c i t y  by t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Age. 
I ts r i c h  d e t a i l s  inc lude  t h e  ex t ens ive  use  of s t a i n e d  and leaded g l a s s ,  
e l a b o r a t e  pressed brickwork,  t e r r a - c o t t a  roof  t r i m ,  and a  c i r c u l a r  co rne r  
tower w i th  a  c o n i c a l  roo f .  The e x t e r i o r  has been v i r t u a l l y  unchanged 
s i n c e  i t s  cons t ruc t ion .  The i n t e r i o r  is  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e  e l a b o r a t e  
use  of carved woodwork inc lud ing  a  b u i l t - i n  china p r e s s  and s ideboard .  
S i x  of t h e  t e n  f i r e p l a c e s  a r e  f l anked  by I t a l i a n  t i l e s  i n  f l o r a l  des igns .  
The house was b u i l t  w i th  indoor plumbing, steam h e a t ,  and bo th  gas and 
e l e c t r i c i t y .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS - 

The McKenney House's facade  ( e a s t  e l e v a t i o n )  is  asymmetrical  w i th  a  
c i r c u l a r  co rne r  tower wi th  a  c o n i c a l  r o o f .  The main block r i s e s  two 
and one h a l f  s t o r i e s .  I t s  parape ted  gab le  end f r o n t s  t h e  s t r e e t  and 
i s  topped wi th  a  t e r r a - c o t t a  u r n  cen te red  over a  f l o r a l  t e r r a - c o t t a  
pane l .  The g a b l e ' s  sandstone coping is supported by sands tone  b racke t s .  
Th i s  des ign  is repea ted  on t h e  n o r t h  and sou th  e l e v a t i o n s  on a  sma l l e r  
s c a l e .  A round s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window ornaments t h e  gab le  a t  t h e  a t t i c  
l e v e l .  Three one-over-one double-hung s a s h  windows a r e  s i t u a t e d  a t  
t h e  second l e v e l .  A 5 '  x 6 '  window topped by t h r e e  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  
pane l s  is  cen te red  on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l .  The house is b u i l t  of pressed 
r e d  b r i c k  wi th  t i g h t  mortar  j o i n t s .  The mortar  i s  s t a i n e d  t o  match 
t h e  b r i c k s .  The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  f e a t u r e s  e l a b o r a t e  des igns  u s ing  
d a r k e r  b r i c k s ,  molded t e r r a  c o t t a ,  and sandstone.  Each window on t h i s  
e l e v a t i o n  and t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  i s  capped w i t h  an  e l a b o r a t e  b r i c k  
segmental  a r c h  wi th  sandstone keystones .  A l l  s i l l s  a r e  s a n d s t o n e -  

See mnlinuatbn sheet 
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STATEMENT SIGNIFICANCE - 

The McKenney House i s  a  r a r e  s u r v i v i n g  example of Queen Anne-Eastlake 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Pe t e r sbu rg ,  V i rg in i a .  I t  w a s  designed by hlajor Har r i son  
Waite ,  P e t e r s b u r g ' s  l e a d i n g  postbellum a r c h i t e c t ,  and has been t h e  home 
of t h r e e  of t h e  c i t y ' s  l e a d i n g  businessmen. B u i l t  i n  1890 on Popla r  
Lawn Park ,  i t s  e x t e r i o r  remains v i r t u a l l y  unchanged. Because of i t s  
massive s i z e ,  e l a b o r a t e  r o o f ,  t a l l  tower ,  and s t a i n e d  g l a s s ,  it con t inues  
t o  dominate t h e  f i r s t  block of L i b e r t y  S t r e e t .  The f i r s t  owner, William 
McKenney, was cons idered  t h e  l e a d i n g  lawyer of Southside  V i r g i n i a .  The 
second owner, David Dunlop 111, owned one of t h e  l a r g e s t  tobacco 
manufactur ing p l a n t s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  The t h i r d  owner, William T o t t y ,  owned 
T o t t y  Trunk and Baggage Factory.  The house r e f l e c t s  t h e  philosophy of 
t h e  weal thy d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  Age t h a t  " too much i s  j u s t  enough." 
A f t e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  a s  an  apar tment  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  house has  been r e t u r n e d  
t o  a  s i n g l e  f ami ly  dwel l ing .  

JUSTIFICATION LF CRITERIA - 

The McKenney House is e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a s  a  h i s t o r i c  landmark 
under C r i t e r i o n  C because it is t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  example of Queen 
Anne-Eastlake a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Pe t e r sbu rg ,  V i rg in i a .  I t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
s t y l e  of b u i l d i n g  d e s i r e d  by t h e  men who made t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  i n  t h e  
South a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - 

I n  1860,  on t h e  eve of t h e  C i v i l  War, P e t e r s b u r g  was t h e  second- la rges t  
c i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  f i f t i e t h - l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  n a t i 0 n . l  Aided 
by t h e  c i t y ' s  r a i l r o a d s ,  c a n a l ,  and l o c a t i o n  on t e  Appomattox R i v e r ,  
i n d u s t r y  f l o u r i s h e d  and t h e  f u t u r e  looked br igh t .q  Water and gas  had 
come t o  t h e  c i t y  i n  t h e  1850s.3 The town began t o  spread  out  from t h e  
r i v e r ,  and e l e g a n t  mansions were b u i l t  by t h e  wel l - to-do on South 
Market,  F r a n k l i n ,  and South Sycamore s t r e e t s . '  High s o c i e t y  f l o u r i s h e d ,  

See continuation sheet 
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A l l  t h a t  c e r t a i n  l o t  o r  p a r c e l  of l a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  improvements t he reon  and 
t h e  appurtenances  t h e ~ e t o  belonging,  l y i n g  a t  t h e  nor thwest  co rne r  of 
Sycamore and L i b e r t y  S t r e e t s ,  i n  t h e  C i t y  of Pe t e r sbu rg ,  V i r g i n i a ,  f r o n t i n g  
on t h e  west  s i d e  of Sycamore S t r e e t  s i x t y - f o u r  f e e t ,  and running  back 
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Boundary Jus l~f~cat~on 

The bounds have been drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  house and land upon which it 
s t a n d s  a s  recorded i n  Deed Book 392, pp. 796-7. This i s  the area 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  associated with the nominated property. 
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A r a i s e d  porch extends  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t l r e  Sront  oS t n e  nouse. LT 1s 
reached by sandstone s t e p s  from e i t h e r  t h e  e a s t  o r  t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n s .  
One s t o r y  h igh ,  i t s  t i n  roof  i s  supported by e i g h t  tu rned  p o s t s .  A 
s p i n d l e  f r i e z e  and b a l u s t r a d e  of tu rned  s p i n d l e s  wrap around t h e  porch. 
The main en t rance  is  on t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  porch through a  p a i r  of 
93' x 2 3 '  oak e x t e r i o r  doors  t h a t  l ead  t o  i n t e r i o r  doors  of t h e  same 
s i z e  wi th  leaded g l a s s  pane ls .  Pa t t e rned  t i l e  covers  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  
v e s t i b u l e .  The sou th  end of t h e  porch has  a  sma l l e r  en t rance  through 
t h e  tower;  t h i s  door is  a l s o  oak and has a leaded g l a s s  transom. A 
two l e v e l  porch of s i m i l a r  des ign  extends  a long  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  sou th  
e l e v a t i o n .  

The c i r c u l a r  tower is  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  t a l l .  Each l e v e l  con ta ins  two 
windows wi th  one-over-one rounded g l a s s  panes.  Although t h e  wa l l s  of 
t h e  f i r s t  two f l o o r s  a r e  b r i c k ,  t hose  of t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l  a r e  red s l a t e  
i n  a  f i s h  s c a l e  p a t t e r n .  The c o n i c a l  roo f  is  covered with  g ray  s l a t e  
and i s  topped wi th  an  i r o n  f i n i a l .  Boxed g u t t e r s  a r e  concealed by a 
simple meta l  co rn i ce  and f r i e z e  on t h e  n o r t h ,  s o u t h ,  and west e l e v a t i o n s  
of t h e  house. 

The roof  of t h e  house is  s t e e p l y  p i tched  and capped wi th  o rna t e  t e r r a  
c o t t a  a long  i t s  e n t i r e  r i d g e .  Clad i n  g r a y  s l a t e ,  t h e  roof i s  p ie rced  
by f i v e  two-over-two dormer windows i n  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s ,  each with  a  
hipped r o o f .  Three t a l l  narrow chimneys wi th  t e r r a - c o t t a  chimney po ts  
and one t a l l  r e c t a n g u l a r  chimney a r e  each decora ted  wi th  pressed 
brickwork. 

The o r i g i n a l  s i n g l e - s t o r y  k i t c h e n  extends  from t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house. 
I t  has  a p l a i n  t i n  roof  and a  s imple  door l e a d i n g  t o  a  new garden. A 
ve ry  smal l  room wi th  a  t o i l e t  is  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen .  
I t  may be en t e red  on ly  from t h e  garden and was a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  use  by 
t h e  ou t s ide  s taff .  The c u r r e n t  k i t chen  is en te red  through a  door 
l e a d i n g  from a small porch s e t  under a  b r i c k  archway on t h e  n o r t h  
e l e v a t i o n .  The house has  a  p a r t i a l  basement reached through a bulkhead 
on t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  o r  by i n t e r i o r  s ta irs  from t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
house i n  what was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s .  

Almost a l l  of t h e  windows a r e  one-over-one double-hung sash  windows. 
The windows of t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  v e r t i c a l l y  a l i g n e d ,  g i v i n g  
o rde r  t o  t h e  des ign .  Four s t a i n e d - g l a s s  pane l s  a r e  cen te red  under 
t h e  gab le  a t  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l  o w t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n ,  and a  s t a i n e d -  
g l a s s  pane l  is cen te red  over t h e  bulkhead on t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n .  
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The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  McKenney house con ta ins  twenty- three  rooms on two 
f l o o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  f u l l  a t t i c  and a  p a r t i a l  basement. The en t rance  
h a l l  c o n t a i n s  a  massive s t a i rway  which t u r n s  twice  as it r i s e s  and 
has  e l a b o r a t e l y  carved newel p o s t s  and heavy b a l u s t e r s ,  each wi th  a  
f l o r a l  mo t i f .  T h i s  f l o r a l  motif  is  repea ted  throughout t h e  house on 
t h e  l i n t e l s  of a l l  doors  and windows. A l l  woodwork i n  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  
i s  oak. When t h e  house was converted i n t o  t h r e e  apar tments  i n  1936, 
t h e  s t a i r w a y  was a l t e r e d  and some woodwork was l o s t .  I t  o r i g i n a l l y  
extended i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r .  The l a r g e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  i s  l oca t ed  
t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l .  I t  con ta ins  a  mahogany E a s t l a k e  
overmant le ,  o rna t e  f i r e p l a c e  t i l e s  and f i r e b a c k ,  and i t s  o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  and chande l i e r  t h a t  was made f o r  both  gas  and 
e l e c t r i c i t y .  A door on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  west w a l l  l e a d s  t o  
a  s h o r t  h a l l  which l e a d s  t o  two smal l  rooms c u r r e n t l y  used a s  a  
bedroom and u t i l i t y  room on t h e  l e f t  and a  bathroom a t  t h e  end. 
The bathroom r e t a i n s  i ts o r i g i n a l  foo ted  tub .  A door on t h e  sou th  
s i d e  of t h e  west w a l l  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s i d e  p a r l o r ;  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r ,  it has  c h e r r y  woodwork. The round tower room i s  
en t e red  from t h e  s i d e  p a r l o r .  Th i s  room c o n t a i n s  a f i r e p l a c e  and 
oak woodwork. Large s l i d i n g  doors  open from t h e  second p a r l o r  t o  
t h e  d i n i n g  room which c o n t a i n s  an Eas t l ake  overmantel ,  a b u i l t - i n  
twelve f o o t  ch ina  p r e s s ,  and a  b u i l t - i n  s ideboard wi th  a s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
window. Cak wainsco t ing  sur rounds  t h e  room. A door i n  t h e  n o r t h  
w a l l  l e a d s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  k i t c h e n  which was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  b u t l e r ' s  
pan t ry .  A narrow s e t  of i n t e r i o r  stairs l e a d s  from t h e  k i t c h e n  
porch on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  house t o  t h e  u p s t a i r s  porch on t h e  
sou th  s i d e ,  and an  unusua l ly  e l a b o r a t e  s e t  of s tairs is  i n  t h e  
s e r v a n t s '  wing. The u p s t a i r s  p lan  is  ve ry  similar t o  t h e  downs ta i r s .  
The woodwork is  almost  a s  e l a b o r a t e ,  bu t  it is  pa in t ed .  F l o o r s  
a r e  pine  i n s t e a d  of oak. A l l  doors  throughout t h e  house a r e  seven 
paneled wi th  a c r o s s  des ign ,  and a l l  hardware is  b ra s s .  

When t h e  house was conver ted i n t o  t h r e e  apar tments  i n  1936, t h e  
r e a r  p o r t i o n  which was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  was sea l ed  
o f f  from t h e  r e s t  of t he  house. O r i g i n a l l y  en te red  through a door 
i n  t h e  west  wall of t h e  c u r r e n t  k i t c h e n ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  must now be 
en t e red  through an  e x t e r i o r  door opening on t h e  s i d e  porch. A s  y e t  
u n r e s t o r e d ,  t h e  downs ta i r s  c o n t a i n s  a  hallway opening i n t o  two 
rooms t o  t h e  l e f t .  The second room l e a d s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen .  
The u p s t a i r s  c o n t a i n s  two bedrooms wi th  f i r e p l a c e s  and a b a t h  wi th  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  foo ted  tub.  A door l e a d s  t o  t h e  u p s t a i r s  porch.  

A f t e r  be ing  conver ted i n t o  apar tments  i n  1936, t h e  McKenney House 
su f f e red  y e a r s  of neg lec t .  The c u r r e n t  owners began a c a r e f u l  
r enova t ion  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  and have completed work on t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  
house. 
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causi ng t h e  Richmond Dispatch t o  w r i t e  i n  1856: 

We suppose t h e r e  is  no p l ace  i n  V i r g i n i a  where 
t h e r e  i s  more t r u e  re f inement ,  more g e n i a l ,  
s o c i a l  warnth. and l e s s  of t h e  s t a r c h e d  and 
s t i f f  p r e t ens ion  which sometimes fo l lows  
p r o s p e r i t y  and wea l th ,  and i s  always t h e  
mark of weak and vu lgar  minds, t h a n  i n  
t h e  c i t y  of ~ e t e r s b u r g . 5  

During t h e  C i v i l  War, however, t h e  ve ry  r a i l r o a d s  and waterways t h a t  
had made Pe t e r sbu rg  a  manufacturing c e n t e r  a l s o  made it a  t a r g e t  f o r  
t h e  Union Army. I n  June 1864 General  Ulys e s  S .  Grant began a  d e v a s t a t i n g  
s i e g e  of t h e  c i t y  t h a t  l a s t e d  t e n  months.g During Recons t ruc t ion  
F e t e r s b u r g ' s  c i t i z e n s  s t r u g g l e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  recover  from t h e  
economic d i s a s t e r  t h e  w a r  had brought.  Between 1860 and 1870 t h e  
c a p i t a l  va lue  of Pe t e r sbu rg ' s  bus inesses  dec l ined  63 percen t .7  

By t h e  1880s ,  however, Pe t e r sbu rg  w a s  on t h e  road t o  recovery.  I n  
1863 t e  s t r e e t c a r  came t o  town, and t h e  c i t y  began t o  spread f a r t h e r  
south.$ Men whose f a m i l i e s  had l o s t  eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  w a r  found new 
prominence. One such man was W i l l i a m  McKenney. McKenney worked h i s  
way through law school  by t e a c h i n g  school .  He became t h e  l e a d i n g  
lawyer i n  t h e  c i t y  and p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  c i t y  counc i l .  He was a c t i v e  
i n  Democratic p o l i t i c s  and served on t h e  S t a t e  Execut ive  ~ o m m i t t e e . l @  
When he chose a n  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  h i s  home, however, he p i c f fd  Major 
Har r i son  Wai te ,  l e a d e r  of t h e  opposing Read jus t e r  p a r t y .  Waite 
had moved t o  Pe t e r sbu rg  i n  1876,  and remained t h e  c i t y ' s  l e a d i n g  
a r c h i t e c t  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1 9 1 1 . ~ ~  He designed churches ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  
and pub l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  b u t ,  as t h e  Chamber of Commerce noted i n  1894, 
" i t  i s  i n  i t s  homes, e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  of i ts  weal thy r e s i d e n t s ,  a long  
Sycamore and Market s t r e  t s ,  t h a t  P e t e r s b u r g  e x h i b i t s  i t s  t a s t e  and 
p r i d e ,  and luxury  most. "?3 I n  1890 he began t h e  McKenney House which 
took  two y e a r s  t o  complete a t  a c o s t  of $19,000.14 Th i s  was a t  a  t ime 
when a f ami ly  of f o u r  could l i v e  on $300 a year.15 

McKenney b u i l t  h i s  home f a c i n g  Popla r  Lawn Park ,  some of t h e  most 
h i s t o r i c  land i n  Pe te rsburg .  I t  was used as a r e s o r t  as e a r l y  as 
1806 L a f a y e t t e  was honored t h e r e  i n  1824,  and s d i e r s  f o r  bo th  
t h e  War of 1812 and t h e  C i v i l  War d r i l l e d  t h e r e .  The c i t y  purchased 
t h e  land in  1849, and i n  t h e  1880s it was tu rned  i n t o  a  t y p i c a l  V i c t o r i a n  
park  w i t h  f o u n t a i n s  and walkways, much as it remains todaye17 
Unfor tuna te ly  few of Major Wai te ' s  mansions a r e  e x t a n t .  In  t h e  e a r l y  
195Qs P e t e r s b u r g  General  H o s p i t a l  b u i l t  a  new f a c i l i t y  on Sycamore S t r e e t .  1 8  
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A f t e r  t h a t ,  s t a t e l y  old  homes gave way t o  one-s tory modern b u i l d i n g s .  
I n  1967 t h e  H i s t o r i c  Pe t e r sbu rg  Foundation was incorpora ted  t o  s t o p  
t h i s  t rend .19  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1970s t h e  c i t y  c r e a t e d  t h e  H i s t o r i c  Popla r  
Lawn D i s t r i c t  and t h e  Pe t e r sbu rg  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review Board. 
Although it w a s  t o o  l a t e  f o r  many of Wai t e ' s  grand old mansions, t h r e e  
of them remain t o  guard t h e  edges of t h e  park.  O f  t h e s e  t h r e e ,  only  
t h e  McKenney House i s  s t r i c t l y  a  s ing l e - f ami ly  dwel l ing ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  on ly  Queen Anne-Eastlake b r i c k  mansion l e f t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I t  
remains a monument t o  t h e  Gilded Age. 
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16 .  Edward A. Wyat t  IV, Alon P e t e r s b u r g  S t r e e t s  (Richmond: 
The D i e t z  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1 9 d p .  52.  
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18. W y a t t ,  p. 54. 
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there f rom westwardly between p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  no r th  s i d e  
of L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  two hundred t h i r t y - t w o  f e e t  e i g h t  i nches ;  it i s  t h e  
same p rope r ty  in a l l  r e s p e c t s  which w a s  devised t o  T. Taylor  C r a l l e  and 
Joseph B .  Hollaway a s  Executors ,  under t h e  seventh paragraph of t h e  
L a s t  W i l l  and Testament of Laura T .  Wel ls  as s e t  f o r t h  above;  and being 
t h e  same proper ty  which was conveyed t o  Laura T. Wells  by deed dated 
January 31, 1944, from R.G. S p r a t l e y ,  J. J. Temple and Will iam E a r l e  
White, Executors and T r u s t e e s  under t h e  l a s t  w i l l  and tes tament  of 
S.D. DeShazor, deceased,  and o t h e r s  of r eco rd  i n  t h e  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  
of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court  of t h e  C i t y  of P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a  i n  Deed Book 
149, a t  page 9: t h e  a f o r e s a i d  p rope r ty  be ing  des igna ted  by c u r r e n t  
C i t y  S t r e e t  No. 250 South Sycamore S t r e e t ,  Fe t e r sbu rg ,  V i r g i n i a .  
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